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Questions and answers Tender No. 41/12 to consulting and engineering specifications approval engineering and services more available to natural gas

1. The following are answers to questions raised during the bidders' conference which was held on 08/11/2012, 14:00, Head Office Conference Room, 216 Jaffa Rd., Jerusalem.
2. Participation in the conference is not mandatory.
3. The following answers are an integral part of the tender documents. In case of conflict between the provisions of the tender documents and this document, this document shall prevail.
4. During the conference participants were told that an appraisal exists for the aforementioned tender - this is a mistake – there is a budgetary estimate only.
	#
	Question
	Answer

	1. 
	Is it possible to split the services required in the tender, such that the review of Engineering Designs and Specifications will be carried out by a particular company and the consulting services will be provided by another company?
	The Natural Gas Authority (the Authority) would prefer to receive the full range of services from one bidder who shall be selected via this tender.
Nevertheless, the Authority reserves the right, at its discretion, to examine other options, including the division of services included in the tender among more than one company.

	2. 
	What is the role of a lead expert, why is there a requirement for regular monthly visits to Israel?
	The work required of the lead expert requires him to visit the project site prior to the receipt of Engineering Designs in order to familiarize himself with the project in question.
Once developers submit the Engineering Design of the project it is required to clarify the information and to clarify technical details in parallel with conducting meetings to this end.
The meetings will be held with the participation of all parties involved and the leading expert, who will be responsible for managing all professional activities in accordance with the instructions of the Authority.

	3. 
	It is mentioned in the tender documents that bidders wishing to submit bids are required to purchase the tender documents.
	There is no need to purchase the tender documents or pay for participation in the tender. This requirement has been removed and if there is any reference to this in the tender documents, it is a clerical error.

	4. 
	Are additional visits of the lead expert and experts from related fields to be equal in the tender?
	Yes.

	5. 
	Will a postponement of the deadline for submission of the proposal be possible? 
	No.

	6. 
	Approval of Standards: Who is responsible for this, the winning bidder or Standards Institution of Israel? 
	The Standards Institution of Israel is the entity responsible for the management of the regulatory process in Israel.
The winning bidder will be required to attend meetings of committees of standardization, to propose standards and to provide professional assistance as regards specific issues - as required.

	7. 
	May the Lead Expert also fulfill the role of experts from related fields?
	The Authority has no objection to the lead expert fulfilling additional roles, including those of experts from related fields. However, this may affect the scoring of proposals.

	8. 
	Apostil Certificate: who is required to sign? Must the certificate be original or may it be certified as true to the original? 
	Apostil certificates submitted must be original.

	9. 
	Invoices for consulting services rendered: May a standard transaction invoice be issued?
	Payment for consulting services rendered shall be in accordance with the regulations of the Accountant General, Market and Financial division, Chapter 1.4 http://takam.mof.gov.il/doc/hashkal/horaot.nsf

	10. 
	Notice published in the tender in question stated that participation in the tender is subject to the purchase of tender documents. It is not specified in the tender document the cost of said documents. 
	See answer to 3 above.


	11. 
	Regarding Section 3.c- CV: May CVs also be organized according to projects or specializations? 
	No.

	12. 
	Regarding Section A. 1. 2. - Is it sufficient to provide a true to the original copy of the approval of signatory rights? 
	No.

	13. 
	In projects of this nature, the importance of the bidder quality is greater than the bidder price proposal. We request that the quality score be raised to 65% and the price proposal be reduced the to 30%
	The request is denied.

	14. 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding Section A. 1. May it be considered sufficient that in place of an apostil certificate the signature of an attorney / notary is provided?
	No.
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